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the black5 that is, to all; and he required his few proselytes
to believe in one God, and in himself, his apostle, and to
purify themselves by ablutions. As his doctrine began to
spread, the Koreish made a solemn league against the whole
family of Hashem, who protected him, though he could not
convince them, and all repaired to Abuthaleb as their head,
excepting his uncle Abu Lahab, surnamed Abduluzza, who
went *over to the opposite party, the chief of which was Abu
Sofian, of the family of Ornmiyah, also sprung from a common
ancestor.

The third year after is called the year of mourning,
because Mohammed lost in it his faithful wife and his kind
uncle. The death of his powerful protector, Abuthaleb, who
loved him, though he never acknowledged him as his guide, and
seems to the last to have been faithful to his idols, brought on
the crisis of his fate. He "found it prudent to retire from
Mecca, and he selected Tayef, as under the influence of an-
other friendly, though unconverted uncle, Abbas, who had
property in it. He found, however., no better reception there
than at Mecca, and, after no longer stay than a month, he was
obliged to return. The pilgrimage saved him the labour of
itinerating, by bringing worshippers from other tribes; and
worship, the object for which they chiefly came, would solem-
nize their minds, and-might ""render them accessible to his
attempts. He used to take pilgrims aside, and, reciting to
them passages from the Koran, say, " These are proofs of my
mission: God commands you to reject what is unworthy of
Him, and to worship Him alone. His will is that you should
believe and obey me." But his efforts failed, and they
naturally taunted him with the unbelief of his fellow-citizens,
who must be the best qualified to judge of his pretensions.
In this extremity it pleased God, in his wise yet mysterious
providence, to raise up assistance and deliverance, in the most
gradual manner, from the rival city, Yatreb, the inhabitants of
which, from their intercourse with the Jews, who were looking
for the consolation of Israel, might be better prepared to hear
of a prophet arising out of their own branch of the family of